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History and Social Sciences 
 
History Department Curriculum Overview 
 
The goal of the History Department is to encourage thoughtful reflection and independent 
thinking about historical events through the study of geography, social conditions, and 
categorical contexts. Our focus is global, and as a result, we emphasize connections more than 
isolated facts. A continuous effort is made to meaningfully connect the past to the present and 
the present to the past: thawing frozen history and making sense of the contemporary world. 
 
In accordance with this goal, Francis Parker requires students to take four years of history. 
During the first two years of the curriculum, students are introduced to civilizations, cultures, and 
socio-religious traditions in the ancient and medieval worlds, respectively. In addition to 
providing a cultural and geographical base, the Culture and Civilization courses in the 9th and 
10th grades stress basic research techniques, primary-source textual analysis, and effective 
written expression. Most classes are conducted in the discussion format, emphasizing respectful 
interaction. 
 
In the junior year, students take U.S. History or AP U.S. History. Seniors can take AP African 
American Studies or AP Comparative Government and Politics (in alternating years), and/or 
they may choose elective seminars, which focus on relevant current issues such as law, race, 
gender, and politics, both domestic and international. This culminating year prepares students 
for college academic work by covering a demanding curriculum that stresses independent 
reading and research as well as lively and informed classroom discussions. 
 
History Department Course Offerings 

Culture and Civilization I (Ancient World) (1 credit)​ ​ ​ ​  
This is the first part of a two-year World History sequence required for all 9th graders. In this 
course, students begin with an overview of cultural anthropology. Using this as a basis for 
exploration, students survey world history from its beginnings in Africa and Asia to the advent of 
the Middle Ages in Europe. Main themes include the borrowings from and blending of cultures, 
the characteristics of empires, and the reasons for the decline of civilizations. Working under the 
assumption that abstract ideas and concrete constructions are intimately connected, the class 
will be introduced to traditions such as Mesopotamian mythology, Zoroastrianism, Judaism, 
Hinduism, Taoism, Buddhism, and Confucianism. Students will work with several historical tools, 
including document analysis, religious texts, archeology, and literature. Geography – using 
many types of maps – is a course component throughout.  

Culture and Civilization II (Medieval World) (1 credit)​ ​ ​ ​  
This course for 10th graders will apply critical thought to the concepts and historical records of 
cultures and civilizations in medieval global history. Different strands of Vedic theism, 
Christianity, Buddhism, Islam, and other traditions, as well as identities associated with ethnicity 
and socio-economic groups, will be addressed in context. The object is to provide students with 
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the tools to act and communicate meaningfully in an interdependent world community. Students 
will also complete a year-long research and writing project in this course. 

US History (1 credit)​  
Rather than adopting a proto-national approach to American history, we will explore in detail the 
rich and diverse deep past of Indigenous North America before introducing European 
newcomers to the story. Even then, we will adopt the interpretive framework that professional 
historians have honed for the past 25 years, the Atlantic World model, which looks at the 
complex interactions of Europe, Africa, and the Americas. The American Revolution and 
Constitutional period will play a central role in the course, as these inextricably intertwined 
events set up the foundational tension between American aspiration ("We hold these truths to 
be self-evident, that all men are created equal ...") and the contradictory realities of a political, 
economic, and social system that too often failed to allow equal access to those lofty promises. 
We will explore continuity and change over time as diverse Americans struggled to gain access 
to these aspirations and promises, playing an oftentimes inspirational and heroic role in making 
the United States live up to the goals it set for itself at the founding. Students will leave the 
course understanding that America remains an idea and project still very much in process, and 
that "progress" sometimes unleashes backlash and retrenchment — defying a simplistic 
narrative of consistent improvement over time. 

AP United States History (1 credit)​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Prerequisites: Permission of the department. Enrollment in this class is contingent upon the 
successful completion of a summer reading and writing assignment. 
 
AP US History covers the spectrum of American history from pre-Columbian days to the 
present. Using chronological and thematic approaches to the material, this course exposes 
students to extensive primary and secondary sources and to the historiographical interpretations 
of various scholars. Consistent preparation, thoughtful class participation, and written 
assignments will be crucial to success in this course. This course may be taken by juniors in lieu 
of regular US History or by seniors who have already taken the regular US History course. 

AP African American Studies (1 credit)* 
Prerequisites: Permission of the department. Enrollment in this class is contingent upon the 
successful completion of a summer reading and writing assignment. 
 
AP African American Studies is an interdisciplinary course that examines the diversity of African 
American experiences through exploration of various sources such as documents, literature, 
music, and visual art. Students will explore themes such as artistic expression, migration, and 
resistance through reading, writing, and discussion. Given the interdisciplinary character of 
African American Studies, students in the course will develop skills across multiple fields, with 
an emphasis on developing historical, literary, visual, and data analysis skills. In addition to the 
exam, students will also complete an individual, personalized project to explore a topic of 
interest. 

AP Comparative Government and Politics (1 credit)* 
Prerequisites: Permission of the department. Enrollment in this class is contingent upon the 
successful completion of a summer reading and writing assignment. 



 
18 

AP Comparative Government and Politics is an introductory college-level course in comparative 
government and politics. The course uses a comparative approach to examine the political 
structures, policies, and political, economic, and social challenges of six selected countries: 
China, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, Russia, and the United Kingdom. Students cultivate their 
understanding of comparative government and politics through analysis of data and text-based 
sources as they explore topics like power and authority, legitimacy and stability, 
democratization, internal and external forces, and methods of political analysis. This approach 
to understanding the world is particularly important in light of recent geopolitical events, both in 
the United States and abroad. The summer reading assignment will help students situate 
themselves in the context of the United States’ system.  
 
*AP African American Studies and AP Comparative Government are offered in alternate years. 
 
Senior Seminars  
 
Senior Seminars provide students the chance to pursue focused study of selected topics, often 
in 19th- and 20th-century history as well as the current day, and will include intensive reading, 
involved discussion, and presentation of papers. Seniors not enrolled in an AP History 
course must take one Senior Seminar each semester. Juniors may enroll in these courses 
as electives. Each is offered for ½ credit. These courses are being offered to gauge student 
interest; they will actually occur, subject to sufficient enrollment. Students are advised to put 
second choices for all Senior Seminars.  

Legal Studies: Constitutional Law (½ credit) 
This course will examine the many aspects of United States constitutional law from legal and 
historical perspectives. Students will read actual case law, learn how to thoughtfully digest legal 
opinions, and develop the vocabulary and tools necessary to understand how the Constitution 
shapes American life and serves as a useful reflection of American history. In completing the 
course, students will: increase their understanding of how judicial decisions reveal constitutional 
law doctrine and how lawyers advocate for changes in constitutional law; further develop their 
research and writing skills; better understand current events; and be better equipped to become 
informed, involved citizens. Substantively, this course will also focus on First Amendment 
freedoms: why we have them, how they work, and how they can be protected. 

World War I: Understanding the Great War and Its Consequences (½ credit) 
The Great War, The War of Nations, The War to End all Wars, World War I, is often 
underdiscussed in favor of its sequel. Unlike World War II, with its clear narratives of Good vs. 
Evil, World War I is a messy, murky affair. Imperial powers would throw hundreds of thousands 
of young men to their deaths to secure a few miles of ruined land. Trench warfare unleashed 
horrors the world had never before seen, and left it forever changed. Students will become 
familiar with the causes, fighting, and consequences of the Great War. From the well-known 
Western Front to the understudied but no less important theaters like the African and Eastern 
Fronts. Students will also understand the far-reaching consequences of the war in areas like 
world politics, art, religion, and science; it would not at all be an exaggeration to say we still live 
in a post-World War I world.  
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Gender Studies I: Gender and Performance (½ credit) 
In this interdisciplinary class, we’ll explore gender and performance through a central question 
tackled by academics and artists alike: What if identity isn’t just something you have, but 
something you perform every day? From social media feeds to school hallways, from reality TV 
to drag culture, we’ll break down how gender is expressed in the ways people dress, speak, 
present themselves, and interact with others and the world around them. Using film, theater, 
music, visual art, and real-life situations, we’ll examine how gender roles are created, 
challenged, and reinvented. 
 
Along the way, we’ll ask: 
 

●​ How is gender performed in everyday life? 
●​ When do performances reinforce expectations—and when do they break them? 
●​ How can performance become a tool for resistance, expression, or change? 

 
If you’re interested in how identity plays out in everyday life—and how it’s amplified, questioned, 
and redefined through artistic performance—this class gives you the space to explore both. 
 
Note: this course will count as both an English credit and a history credit. 
 
 
*Spring Senior Seminars will be announced in November, and students will sign up for them 
then.  
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