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2026-27 High School Summer Reading

Materials

The all-high-school summer reading text comes in two options:
® Homer’s The Odyssey (any complete translation). Juan enjoys Emily Wilson’s translation.
e Homer’s The Odyssey: A Graphic Novel (2010) by Gareth Hinds

Important Directions
Reading the all-school summer book is an essential part of the Francis Parker experience. The entire

faculty, staff, and all students will read this text. Represent your ideas well by reading carefully and
purposefully. Give yourself adequate time to reflect on the reading, its motifs, symbols, and themes.
Pro-tip: don’t save this project until the last minute (please). While there will be no written response
to the reading prior to your return to English class in August, there will be graded writing
assessments that address the summer reading (both the all-school book and the additional book
- see below - at the commencement of the school year).

Close Reading

Consider the following questions to illuminate your reading of the text beyond a literal meaning:

1) What is a theme (some abstract idea related to the text’s subject, e.g. escape or betrayal) that
you perceive operating in the narrative and what motifs (any repeated concrete element in a
literary work, e.g. food imagery or depictions of water) are being used to communicate that
theme?

2) What types of symbolism do you find in this text? What do these objects really represent?
How do characters react to and interact with these symbolic objects?

3) How does the book construct the concept of heroism? What defines a hero in Homet’s
world?

4) Consider three major messages communicated by this text. Where did you locate them?
How were these messages conveyed?

Summer Reading List 2026-27

In addition to the all-school summer reading, all students must read one book from the short list
below. Please note that AP English Literature, AP Comparative Government & Politics, AP African
American Studies, and AP US History assignhments count for this second book; students in those
classes do NOT need to choose a second book from this list.
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® School Giris; Or the African Mean Girls Play (2023) by Jocelyn Bioh
1986. Ghana's prestigious Aburi Gitls Boarding School.

Queen Bee Paulina and her crew excitedly await the arrival of the Miss Ghana pageant recruiter. It's
clear that Paulina is in top position to take the title until her place is threatened by Ericka — a
beautiful and talented new transfer student. As the friendship group's status quo is upended, who will
be chosen for Miss Ghana and at what cost?

This edition is published to coincide with the UK premiere at the Lyric Theatre, Hampstead, in June
2023. —Amazon.com blurb

® Caramelo (2003) by Sandra Cisneros

Every year, Celaya “Tala” Reyes' family—aunts, uncles, mothers, fathers, and Lala's six older
brothers—packs up three cars and, in a wild ride, drive from Chicago to the Little Grandfather and
Awful Grandmother's house in Mexico City for the summer. From the celebrated bestselling author
of The House on Mango Street and winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in
International Literature. One of The Atlantic’s Great American Novels of the Past 100 Years.

Struggling to find a voice above the boom of her brothers and to understand her place on this side of
the border and that, Lala is a shrewd observer of family life. But when she starts telling the Awful
Grandmother's life story, seeking clues to how she got to be so awful, grandmother accuses Lala of
exaggerating. Soon, a multigenerational family narrative turns into a whirlwind exploration of
storytelling, lies, and life. Like the cherished rebozo, or shawl, that has been passed down through
generations of Reyes women, Caramelo is alive with the vibrations of history, family, and love. From
the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in International Literature.
—Amazon.com blurb

® Mythology (2011) by Edith Hamilton

“Edith Hamilton's mythology succeeds like no other book in bringing to life for the modern reader
the Greek, Roman and Norse myths that are the keystone of Western culture—the stories of gods and
heroes that have inspired human creativity from antiquity to the present.

“We follow the drama of the Trojan War and the wanderings of Odysseus. We hear the tales of Jason
and the Golden Fleece, Cupid and Psyche, and mighty King Midas. We discover the origins of the
names of the constellations. And we recognize reference points for countless works for art, literature
and culture inquiry-from Freud's Oedipus complex to Wagner's Ring Cycle of operas to Eugene
O'Neill's Mourning Becomes Electra. Both a reference text for scholars of all ages and a book to simply
enjoy, Mythology is a classic not to be missed.” -Amazon.com blurb
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