Francis Parker

The School of Thought

Middle School Summer Reading for the 2026-2027 School Year

This summer, all middle school students at Francis Parker will be responsible for reading two
books:

First Required Book, All Grades: Earthrise by Leonard S. Marcus

This year, we are excited to welcome Leonard S. Marcus to virtually visit the middle school on
Tuesday, August 18th! In preparation for his visit, all students will read his nonfiction book
Earthrise.

Earthrise tells the story behind the famous photograph taken during the Apollo 8 mission, when
astronaut Bill Anders captured an image of Earth rising over the moon. The book explores how
this single photograph changed the way people see our planet and helped inspire the
environmental movement, including the creation of Earth Day. Through this powerful moment in
history, students discover how one image can reshape our understanding of home and our
responsibility to protect it.

Click here to purchase Earthrise from Carmichael’s Bookstore.

Second Required Book for Grades 5-7: Your Pick!

In addition to Earthrise, each rising 5th-7th grade student will also select and read a book of
their choice over the summer. This can be any genre, any author—fiction or nonfiction,
graphic novel or traditional novel—it’s up to you! The only requirement is that the book is at least
100 pages long.

When we return to school, students in these grades will complete a creative assignment based
on their choice book, so be sure to select something you're excited to read and discuss.

Second Required Book for 8th Grade: Everything is Tuberculosis by John Green

In addition to Earthrise, each rising 8th grade student will also read the book Everything is
Tuberculosis by John Green.

Everything Is Tuberculosis by John Green weaves the story of a young patient in Sierra Leone
with the global history of tuberculosis, revealing how a curable disease remains deadly due to
inequality. Through this personal and scientific lens, the book challenges readers to consider
how human choices continue to shape the future of the disease.

Click here to purchase a copy from Carmichael’'s Bookstore.



https://www.nasa.gov/image-article/apollo-8-earthrise/
https://www.carmichaelsbookstore.com/book/9780374392116
https://www.carmichaelsbookstore.com/book/9780525556572
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